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Abstract

This paper investigates how governors’ partisan affiliation affects the poverty status of immi-

grants to the U.S. To this end, we compare the poverty outcomes of immigrants in states ruled

by Democratic governors relative to the outcomes for those in states ruled by Republican gov-

ernors. We employ a regression discontinuity design using the re-centered Democratic margin

of victory as a running variable, to overcome the identification challenge posed by confounding

factors. Consistent with the literature on partisan affiliation, we find that immigrants are more

likely to get out of poverty in states with Democratic governors than states with Republican

governors. Our results are submitted to a variety of robustness checks and sensitivity tests, to

assess the validity of the identification strategy, and highlight conditional lame-duck effects. A

formal mediation analysis reveals that the empirical results are mediated through better access

to the labor market and possibly through higher wages and labor earnings for immigrants. Last

but not least, we check for alternative hypotheses and potential detrimental effects for native

populations.
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d’Auvergne, 65 Boulevard François Mitterrand, 63009 Clermont Ferrand, France. The two authors contributed
equally to the paper. We are very grateful towards Carl Magnus Bjuggren, Niklas Potrafke, Jason Saving, Klaus
Heine, and conference participants at the 2017 International conference on the Political Economy of Democracy
and Dictatorship in Münster, and the 54th Annual Meetings of the Public Choice Society in New Orleans, for
valuable comments and suggestions. We would like to thank Georg S. Vanberg, Edward Lopez, Mario Villareal-
Diaz, and all Public Choice Society executive committee members for the Public Choice Society 2017 Student
Fellowship. We also would like to thank the two anonymous referees and the editor Thomas Stratmann for relevant
comments and suggestions. Phone number: +334 73 17 74 08.

Email addresses: sekou.keita@udamail.fr (Sekou Keita), pierre.mandon@udamail.fr (Pierre Mandon)



https://isiarticles.com/article/102205

