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Abstract 

The aim of this research is to assess the masters and PhD theses in the field of Educational Management Supervision and 
Planning in the Near East University and to identify the general tendencies. The theses were assessed in terms of research 
subject, research model and research methods. Content analysis method was utilized for the frequency and percentage analysis. 
Pursuant to the research findings, the most thesis were performed in ‘2003’; the theses were mainly concentrated on the 
‘Educational Management’ in the universe levels of ‘primary and secondary education’ with the components of ‘primary school 
teachers and administrators’; for the sampling method, ‘random sampling’ was used the most and ‘questionnaires’ were used the 
most as the data collection method. According to the research, ‘the quantitative research’ model was used the most with the 
significance of interdisciplinary communication and cooperation. 
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1. Introduction 

The universities are indispensible elements of the society with the features of information generation and transfer 
and raising qualified, innovative and quality manpower. Such institutions that generate information and renew 
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themselves continuously had the mission to develop and improve the status of mankind (Keohane, 2006).  The 
universities should not be content with the transmission of existing information but they also need to undertake 
comprehensive and quality researches. Therefore, they are obliged to enhance life quality in all aspects of life as 
social and cultural by producing quality and novel researches. (Aydn, 2012). The postgraduate education has a 
significant role in the information generation and dissemination through research. The aim of postgraduate 
education in the universities can be listed as performing researches that would contribute to the development of 
science, disseminating such research with the public and meeting the lecturer needs in the required domains 
(Başaran, 2006).

The studies conducted in the educational management are one of the biggest indicators for the education system 
of a country (Bacanak, Değirmenci, Karamustafaoğlu and Karamustafaoğlu, 2011). The educational management 
has the dimensions between various disciplines as social, political, economic, cultural and historic. The researchers 
must consider these dimensions in their researches (Turan and Şişman, 2013). Bridges (1982) indicated that the 
researches conducted in the educational management are performed with basic statistical techniques.The research 
conducted by Balc (1990) underlined that the PhD thesis conducted in the educational management domain did not 
create any new ideas and were comprised of similar topicsCoorough and Nelson  (1994) or Heck and Hallinger 
(2005) or Saraçoğlu and Dursun (2010) or Kvrauma (1999). Karadağ  (2009) assessed the educational management 
PhD thesis in Turkey and noted that the studies did not have unique subjects but had similar subjects with 
quantitative research methods and particularly screening method and that such studies did not give the validity and 
reliability sufficient significance. The studies conducted in this domain did not take the open-ended problems into 
consideration.  

There have been many independent studies in the field of educational management. The contribution of these 
studies on the domain is very vital as well as making assessments concerning the tendencies and results of such 
studies(Göktaş et al.(2012)). The identification of the existing situation in the researches conducted about the 
educational management would be very crucial for the future studies. This study is considered to make a 
contribution on the identification of general tendencies in the theses from the perspective of analysis results in the 
field of Educational Management Supervision Economy and Planning (EMSEP). 

The identification of tendencies among the thesis conducted about the educational management would be crucial 
for the future researches. The future project would benefit from the identification of subjects throughout the 
historical process, the tendencies regarding the subjects and the shortcomings. 

For this purpose, a content analysis was performed on the postgraduate and PhD theses about EMSEP in the 
Near East University. The years of theses, subjects, population levels, components of population, sampling methods, 
sample size, data collection methods, distributions by the quantitative and qualitative research methods, 
recommendations to the researchers and recommendations for the implementers were analysed under the content 
analysis. The research aimed to identify the development and the current status of EMSEP department. The 
assessment of theses in terms of their contents in the universities aiming to raise education administrators and 
leading in this related direction is very important. Based on such aims, the research would discuss the following 
questions. 

1. What is the distribution in the theses by their subjects?  
2. What is the distribution in the theses by their population levels? 
3. What is the distribution in the theses bytheir sampling methods? 
4. What is the distribution in the theses bythe data collection methods? 
5. What is the distribution in the theses bythe research models? 

2. Method 

The quantitative research model was utilised in the research together with the content analysis technique on the 
assessment of postgraduate and PhD theses in the domain of EMSEP. According to Stacey (1970), the content 
analysis, as in its most summarised way, is the transformation of qualitative data into the quantitative data. Berelson 
(1952) described the content analysis as the identification of communication material content by quantitatively in a 
systematic manner while Krippendorf  (2004) defined it as a method where the data are repeated to obtain valid 
results. Pursuant to the opinions of Cohen et.al (2007), the content analysis is the procedure of indicating the 
meaning of existing information. 

For this research, the content analysis was utilised for the data collection. In the first phase of content analysis, 
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the postgraduate and PhD theses under the scope of this research were transferred from the NEU Grand Library 
database to the computer in the pdf format in addition to their evaluations by their codings and categories, which 
have major significance. The categories of the research must be very clear and the data of the research must give the 
same results when evaluated by another researchers(Fraenkel and Wallen (2005). Upon the screening of literature 
and identification of aims, the coding schedule was determined. The required amendments were reflected on the 
codingafter the assessment of theses, the experts were consulted and the coding schedule was finalised. Neuendorf 
(2002) defined the coding schedule as a tool including the functional definitions of variables. This study covers the 
theses conducted in NEU and in the domain of EMSEP. The theses in the database of Near East University Grand 
Library was utilised as the population of this research. The reason in choosing the theses from the NEU Library is 
that the NEU has the most number of students in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and was the first 
university that introduced the postgraduate and PhD education in the EMSEP department. All theses completed 
under the NEU EMSEP department are stored in the library archive, hence the population of this research were 187 
theses from the library database and 29 postgraduate theses in the library archive that not yet been entered to the 
database in addition to the 216 postgraduate theses and the 10 PhD theses in the library database and 2 PhD theses 
that are not in the database yet. As all thesis were assessed, an analysis procedure through an analysis-packaged 
software was conducted on the frequencies and percentages of the data obtained from the coding of research. 

The reliability of descriptive and content analysis in the qualitative research is based particularly on the coding. 
One of the most important features of the categories should be the clarity that would provide almost same results for 
another researcher (Tavşancl and Aslan, 2001).Therefore, the interpretation of categories should not vary among 
researchers and time. Hence, the coding reliability was controlled in order to identify the consistency of the coding 
applied by the researcher (encoder) on the categories. Within this perspective, the encoder coded the theses twice 
with a one-week gap and the consistency of the encoder was evaluated. Then, another person was asked to perform 
coding for comparison and consequently experts were consulted to ensure the reliability. The validity is to check 
whether the answer of the research subject can be obtained through the applied research method. According to 
Neuendorf (2002), the external validity is the representativeness of the sample. There is no external validity in this 
research as all population was included rather than choosing a sample. Also Neuendorf (2002) argued that the face 
validity is a concept regarding whether the subject planned to be measured is sufficient. The coding scheme drafted 
for the face validity and content validity was ensured a professional view.  

3. Discussions and Results 

3.1. Distribution of Theses by Their Subjects 

The distribution ofpostgraduate and PhD theses conducted in the domain of Educational Management 
Supervision Economy and Planning by their subjects is given in Table 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the findings from the distribution of theses by their subjects as given in Table 1, the most studied 
subject was ‘educational management’ by 36% and ‘educational psychology by 25.9%. 

Table 1. Distribution of Theses by Their Subjects 

Subject    F % 
Educational Management 82 36 
Educational Psychology 59 25,9 
Educational Planning 17 7,5 
Educational Sociology 14 6,1 
Educational Supervision 13 5,7 
Organizational Culture  10 4,4 
Quality Management 8 3,5 
Educational Economy 7 3,1 
Cross-cultural Study 6 2,6 
Educational Philosophy 5 2,2 
Leadership 4 1,8 
Environmental Educational      2 0,9 
Total 228 100 
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