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Highlights 

 Prenatal cocaine exposure (PCE) alters responses to environmental stress. 

 PCE may increase sensitivity to childhood maltreatment (CM).     

 PCE was associated with poorer coping strategies only among adolescents with CM.  

 Greater external assets were related to more effective stress responses. 

 

Abstract 

Background: Prenatal cocaine exposure (PCE) may alter responses to stress. Children with PCE 

tend to grow up in suboptimal caregiving environments, conducive to child maltreatment (CM). 

Guided by the diathesis-stress model, the present study examined differences in self-reported 
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