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Abstract
Arabicization is one of the linguistic issues that has been handled carefully by the linguists and scholars of
words. However, the word ghassaq (
ghassaq was used by the Arabs
and treated as an Arabic word following the morphological process of the Arabic language. It was also mentioned in
:
one of the Arabic pre-Islam poetry by
In Turkish, ghassaq refers to cold water or the smelly one. Other usage of this word could be seen in the Turkish
lexicons. It has been related to the Turkish language according to Muslim scholars specialized in the terminology of
ghassaq and to analyze its usage
Muslim scholars on the origin of ghassaq
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1. Introduction
ghassaq
chapter 38:57 and once again in chapter 78:25. Both of the uses refer to the pretrial of hellfire on the day
of Resurrection. It is known that the
ghassaq
ty of this
Most importantly this paper explores whither this word is really a Turkish word or not. It also scrutinizes
the usage and purport of this word in Turkey at the time of Q
-Arabic foreign word.
ghassaq
evid
Qutaybah (889CE), Makki bin Abi Talib (1045CE) and Ibn Hayyan al-Gharnati (1344CE) categorically
identified this word as a foreign word.1
A cursory look on the years of the abovementioned scholars and their dealings with this word may give

era of Islam up to the present day.2 The foreignness of this word is again affirmed by Sahih al-Bukhari
which the se
in the footnote.3 It can be argued that if the word was not a foreign one a further interpretation of its
denotation would have required. Moreover, the interpreters of this book also added to a further
elaboration of its meaning.4
2.

ghassaq
There are two different opinions could be traced about this word. One holds that it is Arabic and
another argues that it is arabicized. The proponents of being this word Arabic disagree with those who say
ghasaq
it is foreign or Turkish origin. AlAccording to him, as it has a root in Arabic, it should be logically considered as Arabic word.5 AlKhaffazi, al-Alusi and Balashi supported this idea.6
However, some traditional Muslim scholars hold that this is an arabicized word and arabicized word
s inconsistent with their original
languages.7 Al-Suyuti says, al-ghassaq, in Turkish language, stands for stinking cold. Hamza Fathallah
holds a similar view. Unlike, the Father Rafail did not affirm that it is really a Turkish word but he sees a
probability of its being Turkish.8
9
which was a borrowed language and attributed
to a central Asian historical region Tokharistan during the period between third and nine century. 10 Al-
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