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Abstract 15 

Reporting of information is crucial to enable backward and forward tracing of food 16 

along the chain, which is of main importance in case of non-compliance with legal obligations 17 

on food safety. Thus, food business operators in the European Union (EU) must enable 18 

tracing of any foodstuff one step forward and one step back. However, flux of information 19 

relevant for traceability and food safety can be a challenge in the supply chains of dried 20 

culinary herbs and spices.  21 

Results of a survey among herb/spice businesses – either located within the EU or 22 

exporting dried herbs/spices to the EU – showed the widespread use of electronic systems 23 

for recording and processing of traceability/food safety data. However, automated capture of 24 

transaction data and automated read-out/processing of reported data were rare. The survey 25 

indicates that besides electronic documents, typed paper documents are often exchanged 26 

between businesses. For data delivery along the chain, paper documents filled in by hand 27 

are still used – even in the EU or upon import to the EU. The document type as well as the 28 

forms varied, particularly in case of incoming herbs/spices. The forms used for reporting by 29 

the survey participants or by their suppliers covered mostly individual/company-specific 30 

forms. Standardised forms provided by herb/spice associations were rarely shared between 31 

these businesses. The extent of reporting of traceability data upon import to the EU and 32 

within the EU appears to be sufficient. Some additional traceability data that promote product 33 

tracing, such as the country of harvest, were frequently reported. Same was true for 34 

information on food safety hazards.  35 
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