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a b s t r a c t

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) aims at levelling the commercial playing field
between the European Union and the United States of America by, e.g., lowering tariffs to promote trade
between the two economies. However, since early 2014, that is, even before the treaty negotiations could lead
to concrete output, the free trade agreement has been faced with protests from both sides of the Atlantic and
from individuals/groups from various ideological backgrounds. This paper draws on a corpus-assisted approach
to examine how the TTIP is reported on in the Austrian newspaper Kronen Zeitung (Krone). Among other rea-
sons, the newspaper was chosen as a source of data due to its clout as ‘‘the most widely read paper in the
advanced industrialized world” ‘‘[i]n terms of readership per capita [. . .] (Art, 2006). Indeed, the newspaper’s
influence has remained steady at a readership of 40 to 47% (Meyer & Rosenberger, 2015). The corpus exami-
nation has found that the newspaper predominantly employs a nationalist discourse in order to elicit its read-
ership’s rejection of the TTIP. Apart from cultivating resistance against this trade agreement, the newspaper’s
reporting on the TTIP might affect its readership in (further) honing and normalising nationalist attitudes and
general opposition against international cooperation. Moreover, the Krone might attract hitherto unreached
segments of the Austrian population who, opposing the TTIP, are willing to join the Krone’s counter-TTIP cam-
paign and are then vulnerable to subscribing to the newspaper’s more general discursive choices.

� 2017 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

This article investigates the representation of the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) in the Austrian newspa-
per, Kronen Zeitung (Krone), in the first half of 2014 by examining
a corpus that consists of the newspaper’s reporting on the TTIP,
drawing on both quantitative and qualitative corpus tools.

The TTIP is a planned free trade agreement between the United
States of America and the European Union with the conclusion of
the negotiation process pending at the time of writing. The agree-
ment ought to address a range of issues, including but not limited
to the mutual recognition of regulations in terms of product safety/
quality and the reduction of tariffs concerning electronically-
transmitted services and products. It further aims to facilitate trade
in agricultural, industrial and consumer goods, and enable interna-
tional competition for public contracts (European Commission,
2014; World Trade Organization, 2013).

Austria has proven to be one of the most persistent critics of the
TTIP among EU members. The negotiations have sparked strong
opposition across different ideological camps, from Austria’s left-
wing party Die Grünen (‘Green Party’), and the non-governmental
organization attac, to the far-right FPÖ (‘Freedom Party’). In addi-
tion to this, one of the most vocal campaigns against the TTIP is
spearheaded by the popular Austrian newspaper Kronen Zeitung.
This tabloid newspaper (‘‘Populärpresse” (Seethaler and
Melischek, 2013, p. 100); ‘‘Boulevardblatt” (Renger and Rest,
2008, p. 175)) provides a repository of data on the matter of the
TTIP in Austria that is important to consider for several reasons.
First and most importantly, the paper plays a remarkable role in
the Austrian media landscape. By international comparison, pro-
portionally, the newspaper holds a unique position since ‘‘[i]n
terms of readership per capita, the Krone is the most widely read
paper in the advanced industrialized world” with approximately
40% of Austria’s population accounted for in their readership (Art,
2006, p. 119). Meyer and Rosenberger even consider the newspa-
per’s reach between 40 and 47% (2015, p. 33). Thus, the newspaper
has considerable power and influence in shaping Austrians’ view of
the TTIP. Additionally, the Krone has positioned itself explicitly as
opposing the planned trade agreement and, as already mentioned,
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is actively campaigning to stop the negotiations by presenting
selected views and persuading readers to take action. Since the
newspaper has taken a clear stance with regard to the TTIP, a lin-
guistic analysis of its representation of the agreement allows an
insight into which discursive strategies the newspaper considers
most effective in garnering support amongst its sizable readership.

Concerning the newspaper’s general stance, the editorial policy
claims that the Krone presents the variety of opinions of the pub-
lishers and editors of the newspaper (Kronen Zeitung, 2015). In this
context, Art argues that, while the paper generally focuses on
human interest stories, it tends to have a right-wing populist slant
(2006, p. 119). Meyer and Rosenberger identify a similar pattern in
the Krone’s reporting style, describing it as ‘‘right-wing and conser-
vative” (2015, p. 31), and find that the newspaper has a history of
an ‘‘anti-foreigner” bias (2015, p. 33). In a similar vein, Magin and
Stark point out that the newspaper takes a disapproving perspec-
tive on the European Union and is highly effective in inspiring
and re-enforcing this attitude to the EU – a reader response survey
found that 72% of Krone readers view Austria’s membership in the
EU as disadvantageous, in contrast to other newspapers’ reader-
ships, 70% of whom perceive Austria’s EU membership as beneficial
(2011, p. 97).

2. Theoretical background and methodology

In order to arrive at a comprehensive understanding of how the
Krone deals with the TTIP, this article presents a corpus-assisted
discourse study (CADS) (Partington, 2010, p. 89). The data are
examined in the form of a qualitatively-oriented corpus-assisted
analysis against the theoretical backdrop of Critical Discourse
Studies (CDS) (cf. Baker, 2006; Baker et al., 2008; Hardt-Mautner,
1995; Mautner, 2009).

For the purpose of this article, the term discourse is defined as
language use as a form of social practice, a means of acting on the
world (Fairclough, 1992, p. 62; Fairclough and Wodak, 1997, p.
258). Discourse and other, non-linguistic social practice are under-
stood in a dialectical relationship, i.e. discourse shapes and, in turn,
is shaped by wider social practices, institutions and situations
(Fairclough and Wodak, 1997, p. 258). By comparison, the count
noun discourse refers to a ‘‘system of statements which constructs
an object” in certain ways (Parker, 1992, p. 5), that is, ‘‘a particular
version of events” produced by language use (Burr, 1995, p. 48;
Fairclough, 2010, p. 95). In this context, it is important to note that
numerous discourses which complement or even contest one
another can co-exist concerning one and the same object/event.
Generally, discourse (and discourses) are ideologically motivated:
ideological leanings are manifest in discourse, and particular dis-
courses, which then affect the ideological leanings of the individu-
als exposed to them (cf. Verschueren, 2012, p. 17).

Therefore, an examination of the Krone’s discursive representa-
tion of the TTIP allows conclusions concerning this powerful news-
paper’s ideological bias, namely, which attitudes it wishes to
inspire, and, in particular, how it aims to motivate its readership
to join the campaign against the free trade agreement. In order
to gain insight into the Krone’s discourse on the TTIP, the present
article focuses on micro-level data examination, i.e. the discussion
of findings from linguistic analysis, and does not go into depth on
broader contextual issues surrounding the TTIP (cf. Hart and Cap,
2014, p. 1). The given corpus-assisted approach to discourse anal-
ysis proves particularly fruitful: apart from the often-cited advan-
tage of ensuring that the data examined are not cherry-picked (cf.
Mautner, 2009, p. 34), such an approach aids in controlling for
deviations from the Krone’s dominant representation of the TTIP,
e.g. it allows to recognize if a particular Krone writer diverges from
the newspaper’s standard conception of the agreement. Connected

to this, sampling texts across a period of time permits conclusions
on whether the Krone pursues an overarching approach to repre-
senting the TTIP that the paper’s sizable readership is consistently
exposed to and affected by.

The aim of this investigation is to give ‘‘a rich and detailed per-
spective on the data” rather than to focus on counting and classify-
ing features (McEnery and Wilson, 2001, p. 76). Thus, I draw on
traditionally quantitative means of corpus examination, e.g. fre-
quency rankings and collocations (using t-score as the measure
to calculate collocations,1 cut-off point at 2.0 (Stubbs, 1995, p.
13)) as an entry-point into the data. Then a qualitative perspective
on the data is privileged in the form of examining concordance lines
to identify patterns in, and gain a comprehensive and in-depth
understanding of, the newspaper’s representation of the TTIP.

3. The corpus

The corpus, consisting of 26,623 tokens, is comprised of 113
articles published in the Krone (Krone Multimedia GmbH & Co
KG, 2014) between January and September 2014, which was a per-
iod of increased visibility in the newspaper’s resistance efforts
against the TTIP. In order to ensure representativeness of the Kro-
nen Zeitung’s reporting on the TTIP, the corpus comprises only arti-
cles that contain the acronym ‘TTIP’, in the headline or elsewhere,
and at least once.2 Articles were sampled irrespectively of the news-
paper section in which they appeared to account for the various
aspects of reporting on the TTIP. For example, articles focussing on
the TTIP’s effect on Austrian art and culture may have been printed
in different sections of the newspaper than articles on the TTIP’s
anticipated effect on Austrian businesses.

Moreover, the corpus collected for the present study excludes
interviews and opinion pieces (i.e. texts that were explicitly
marked as opinion pieces), reader comments and letters to the edi-
tor. The reason for this is that even though these pieces were
selected for publication and might, therefore, match the Krone’s
preferred representation of the TTIP, they were produced by indi-
viduals expressing their personal views and, particularly in case
of the letters to the editor, by individuals with no official affiliation
with the institution Kronen Zeitung. Other than this, text type was
not taken into account when compiling the corpus. This decision to
disregard potential further distinction into journalistic text types is
based on the fact that a reliable categorisation of Krone articles is
impossible as, for instance, Dobrowolski finds that journalistic text
types are mixed in the Austrian yellow press (2007, p. 165; Neissl,
2001, p. 98).

Lastly, since the corpus is not lemmatized, the concordance pro-
gramme AntConc lists each word form of one lemma as separate
entry in the frequency ranking, which affects the results in as much
as it might understate the frequency of lemmata (Baroni, 2008, p.
805). The same applies to the collocation analysis – different word
forms of the same lemma are shown as separate and individual
collocations.

4. Corpus analysis

4.1. The TTIP and its many names

A frequency list, which treats all data as lower case data (to pre-
vent, for example, German capitalisation rules from affecting the

1 T-score calculates the certainty of collocations – this measure focuses on ‘‘the
absolute frequency of joint occurrence of node and collocate” and also takes into
account corpus size (Stubbs 1995, p. 10) which is key in light of the small size of the
corpus.

2 This focus on reference to ‘TTIP’ presents a limitation since implicit references to
the free trade agreement are not included (cf. Baker 2006, p. 74).
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