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Introduction

Social and medical scientists have long been interested in examining the relationship
between socioeconomic status (SES) and health. Individuals with lower SES experience higher
mortality risks, disease, and deleterious health conditions. This “social gradient” in health has
been observed across multiple time periods and age groups, using a wide range of SES indicators,
health measures, and methodologies (Adler & Stewart 2010; Elo 2009; Goldman 2001). While
we have considerable evidence on the SES-health relationship using self-reports of health in

Western, industrialized countries, less is known about the SES-health relationship using
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