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Abstract

Social cognition is impaired in schizophrenia, is relatively independent of purely
neurocognitive domains such as attention and executive functioning, and may be the
strongest predictor of functional outcome in this disease. Within a motivated reasoning
framework, we tested the hypothesis that the anti-inflammatory Th2-associated
cytokines, IL-10 and MDC, would be correlated with behavioral measures of social
cognitive threat-detection bias (self-referential gaze detection bias and theory of mind
(ToM) bias) in delusional versus non-delusional patients. We administered to
schizophrenia patients with delusions (n=21), non-delusional patients (n=39) and

controls (n=20) a social cognitive task designed to be sensitive to psychosocial stress
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