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Highlights

e Compared to healthy males, males with schizophrenia had significantly lower serum levels of
DHEA and pregnenolone.

e In males with schizophrenia, serum levels of DHEA and DHEA-S were associated with the age of
onset and duration of illness.

e In males with schizophrenia, pregnenolone levels were associated with general symptoms of the
PANSS.

e Infemales, none of the neurosteroid levels were different between schizophrenic patients and
controls, nor were they associated with any psychopathology evaluations.

e Neurosteroids may be involved in the gender differences found in the susceptibility to
schizophrenia.
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