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Abstract

Background

Women who have experienced childhood trauma may be at risk for postpartum depression,
increasing the likelihood of negative outcomes among their children. Predictive pathways from
maternal childhood trauma to child outcomes, as mediated by postpartum depression, require

investigation.
Methods

A longitudinal sample of South African women (N=150) was followed through pregnancy and
postpartum. Measures included maternal trauma history reported during pregnancy; postpartum
depression through six months; and maternal-infant bonding, infant development, and infant
physical growth at one year. Structural equation models tested postpartum depression as a

mediator between maternal experiences of childhood trauma and children’s outcomes. A subset
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