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Abstract 
Background:  

Posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is a complex psychiatric illness that can be difficult to 

diagnose, due in part to its comorbidity with major depressive disorder (MDD). Given that 

researchers have found no difference in prevalence rates of PTSD and MDD after accounting for 

overlapping symptoms, the latent structures of PTSD and MDD may account for the high 

comorbidity. In particular, the PTSD Negative Alterations in Cognition and Mood (NACM) and 

Hyperarousal factors have been characterized as non-specific to PTSD. Therefore, we compared 

the factor structures of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 5
th

 edition 
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