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Abstract

We assumed that, as in the case of addiction disorders, former cult members exhibit vulnerability
and protective factors for cult commitment and membership. Thus, the aim of our study was to
identify vulnerability factors that are involved in the commitment and in the retention in the group,
as well as protective factors that are involved in the departure. We interviewed 31 former cult
members, using semi-structured interviews to evaluate their clinical profile, characteristics of the

cultic group and their experience in the group. Cult membership and addictive disorders share some
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