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Abstract 

Stimuli appearing as visual distractors subsequently receive more negative affective evaluations 

than novel items or prior targets of attention. Leading accounts question whether this distractor 

devaluation effect occurs through evaluative codes that become associated with distractors as a 

mere artefact of attention-task instructions, or through affective consequences of attentional 

inhibition when applied to prevent distractor interference. Here we test opposing predictions 
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