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Abstract 

A central hypothesis of recovered memory is that the source of the memory may be 

misattributed, and the memory of an imagined event may be mistaken as the 

memory of the perceived event that was not remembered. The judgment of memory 

source depends upon phenomenal characteristics. Thus, the present study 

investigated characteristics of recovered memory. To exclude potential confounding 

effects of traumatic stress and mental status, data on recovered memories of diverse 

valences in a nonclinical sample were collected. Self-report scales including a 

measure of memory characteristics were used to evaluate recovered memories and 

age-matched autobiographical memories that had been continuously remembered. 

The results showed that recovered memory was of lower clarity and contained less 
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