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Abstract

Syntactic priming, the phenomenon in which participants adopt the linguistic behaviour of
their partner, is widely used in psycholinguistics to investigate syntactic operations. Although
the phenomenon of syntactic priming is well documented, the memory system that supports
the retention of this syntactic information long enough to influence future utterances, is not as
widely investigated. We aim to shed light on this issue by assessing patients with Korsakoff’s
amnesia on an active-passive syntactic priming task and compare their performance to
controls matched in age, education, and premorbid intelligence. Patients with Korsakoff’s

syndrome display deficits in all subdomains of declarative memory, yet their nondeclarative
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