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Abstract 

There are no systematic investigations of public stigma of hoarding disorder (HD), and 

although there have been some studies on the public perception of obsessive-compulsive disorder 

(OCD), such research has not examined three theoretically informed facets of stigma: difference 

(“They aren’t like me”), disdain (“They are bad”), and blame (“They are to blame”). The current 

Internet study evaluated these three facets of stigma in a general sample of 591 adults by 

comparing ratings of public perception for HD, OCD, serious mental illness (SMI), substance 

use disorders (SUD), and those in jail. Results indicate that HD is mostly associated with a 

neutral or negative public perception across all stigma facets, but OCD is associated with mostly 
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