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ABSTRACT

In a changing world with rapidly evolving new technologies, even in the “sheltered world” of
teachers and lecturers at universities, we are challenged by new developments. As
diversification is increasing in many aspects of our professional life, there is also a need to
employ new ways of teaching, learning and assessments in veterinary curricula, taking into
account the increasing numbers of students and limited teaching resources. The “classical’
Austrian veterinary curriculum, with a series of consecutive lectures followed by practical
courses in the different disciplines, separated from each other in the curricular time table
and by annual examinations, has been a long-standing concept for teaching in the past.
However, when veterinary practitioners and graduates where asked to judge the adequacy
of undergraduate training for their professional skills and knowledge, several major
shortcomings were revealed. The most commonly mentioned point was a lack of first-day
competencies. As a consequence, the Vetmeduni Vienna developed a new veterinary

curriculum implemented in 2014-2015. This curriculum covers 12 semesters and includes a
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