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Abstract

Face recognition theories suggest that our brains process invariant (e.g., gender) and
changeable (e.g., emotion) facial dimensions separately. To investigate whether these
two dimensions are processed in different time courses, we analyzed the selection
negativity (SN, an event-related potential component reflecting attentional modulation)
elicited by face gender and emotion during a feature selective attention task.
Participants were instructed to attend to a combination of face emotion and gender

attributes in Experiment 1 (bi-dimensional task) and to either face emotion or gender
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