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Abstract: 

This study aimed to evaluate the stigma and its correlates among patients with severe mental 

disorders.  Patients with diagnosis of schizophrenia (N=707), bipolar disorder (N=344) and 

recurrent depressive disorder (N=352) currently in clinical remission from 14 participating 

centres were assessed on Internalised Stigma of Mental Illness Scale (ISMIS). Patients with 

diagnosis of schizophrenia experienced higher level of alienation, sterotype endorsement, 

discrimination experience and total stigma when compared to patients with bipolar disorder 

and recurrent depressive disorder. Patients with bipolar disorder experienced higher stigma 

than those with recurrent depressive disorder in the domain of stigma resistance only. Overall 

compared to affective disorder groups, higher proportion of patients with schizophrenia 
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