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Highlights 

 We examined a medically validated measure of event severity in patients admitted to a 

Level I Trauma Center 

 We examined multiple outcome measures at baseline, 3, 6, and 12 months post-injury 

 We found that event severity was not significantly related to any of the outcomes at 

baseline, 3, and 6 months post-injury 

 We found a very weak effect of event severity at 12 months post-injury 

 We conclude that despite widespread belief to the contrary, the empirical evidence does 

not support a relationship between event severity and likelihood of elevated posttraumatic 

stress symptoms 
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