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Highlights: 

This paper explores how the role of height in the marriage market has changed.  

We used individual-level data from Japan. 

For men born before 1965, increase in height led to increase in the probability of being married.  

For women born before 1965, increase in height led to decrease in the probability of being married. 

In the younger generation, effect of height has changed. 

 

 

ABSTRACT 
 

This paper explores how the role of men and women’s height in the marriage market has changed 

across generations. Using individual-level data from Japan, we compared the effect of height on 

marriages between men and women, and investigated how the effect of height on marriage has 

changed across generations. Our key findings are: (1) for men born before 1965, a 1% increase in 

height led to an approximately 0.56% increase in the probability of being married. Conversely, 

for women born before 1965, a 1% increase in height led to an approximately 0.56% decrease in 

the probability of being married. (2) For men born in or after 1965, a 1% increase in height led to 

an approximately 1.05% (0.18%) increase (decrease) in the probability of being married 

(divorced). However, the height effect was not present for women. Japan experienced astounding 

economic development after World War II, which resulted in changes in its economic and social 

structure. These changes may have also altered the role of height for Japanese men and women in 

the marriage market. 
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