
Author’s Accepted Manuscript

Practical Capability: The Impact of Handgun
Ownership Among Suicide Attempt Survivors

Claire Houtsma, Michael D. Anestis

PII: S0165-1781(17)30452-3
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.psychres.2017.09.064
Reference: PSY10875

To appear in: Psychiatry Research

Received date: 14 March 2017
Revised date: 18 September 2017
Accepted date: 24 September 2017

Cite this article as: Claire Houtsma and Michael D. Anestis, Practical Capability:
The Impact of Handgun Ownership Among Suicide Attempt Survivors,
Psychiatry Research, http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.psychres.2017.09.064

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

www.elsevier.com/locate/psychres

http://www.elsevier.com/locate/psychres
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.psychres.2017.09.064
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.psychres.2017.09.064


PRACTICAL CAPABILITY 1 

Practical Capability: The Impact of Handgun Ownership Among Suicide Attempt 

Survivors 

 

Claire Houtsma*, & Michael D. Anestis 

Department of Psychology, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS, U.S. 

 

*Correspondence concerning this manuscript should be addressed to Claire Houtsma, M.A. 
Department of Psychology, University of Southern Mississippi, 118 College Drive Box #5025, 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406. Claire.houtsma@usm.edu (708)945-1359. 

 

 

Abstract 

Suicide is a leading cause of death and represents a serious public health concern. However, our 

ability to predict its occurrence has not improved over the last 50 years and we continue to rely 

on past suicidal behavior as the most robust predictor of future suicidal behavior. Recent theories 

have emphasized the role of contextual factors that increase capability to act on suicidal 

thoughts, including access to and familiarity with lethal means. We sought to examine the impact 

of handgun ownership, a component of practical capability as defined by the Three-Step Theory, 

on the relationship between past week suicidal ideation and perceived likelihood of making a 

future suicide attempt within a community sample of previous suicide attempters. Results 

indicate that, among suicide attempt survivors who are currently suicidal, handgun ownership 

increases the likelihood of predicting engagement in future suicidal behavior. As self-reported 

predictions about suicidal behavior have been found to be uniquely predictive of actual suicidal 
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