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Abstract 

Background. Past research suggests that suicide has a profound impact on surviving 

family members and friends; yet, little is known about experiences with suicide bereavement 

among military populations. This study aimed to characterize experiences with suicide exposure 

and their associations with lifetime and current psychiatric symptoms among military service 

members and veterans 

Methods. A sample of 1,753 United States military service members and veterans 

completed self-report questionnaires assessing experiences with suicide exposure, lifetime 

history of suicidal thoughts and behaviors, current suicidal symptoms, and perceived likelihood 

of making a future suicide attempt 
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