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Abstract

We use nationally representative household data from India to establish the intergenera-
tional effect of early marriage on a broad set of health and educational investments and out-
comes, and to explicate the underlying mechanisms. The empirical strategy utilizes variation
in age at menarche to obtain exogenous variation in the age at marriage. We find that delayed
marriage results in significantly better child health and educational outcomes. We further ana-
lyze a subsample of uneducated child brides to show that the age at marriage matters by itself,
independently of its effects via the woman’s educational attainment and her marriage market
outcome. From a household-decision-making perspective, the effects appear to be due (at least
in part) to a reduction in desired and actual fertility as a result of later marriage, which may be

associated with a quantity/quality tradeoff.

*Corresponding Author: Annemie Maertens, University of Sussex, A.Maertens@sussex.ac.uk; Rachel Heath, Uni-
versity of Washington, rmheath@uw.edu; Amalavoyal Chari, University of Sussex, A.Chari@sussex.ac.uk and Freeha
Fatima, The World Bank, ffatima@worldbank.org. Part of this paper was written when Maertens was at the University
of Pittsburgh and Chari was at the Rand Corporation. We thank Melanie Khamis and Vikram Pathania and seminar
participants at the University of Maryland and Kent University for comments and suggestions. All errors and omis-
sions are our own.



ISIf)rticles el Y 20 6La5 s 3l OISl ¥
Olpl (pawasd DYl gz 5o Ve 00 Az 5 ddes 36kl Ol ¥/
auass daz 3 Gl Gy V

Wi Ol3a 9 £aoge o I rals 9oy T 55 g OISl V/

s ,a Jol domieo ¥ O, 55l 0lsel v/

ol guae sla oLl Al b ,mml csls p oKl V7

N s ls 5l e i (560 sglils V7

Sl 5,:K8) Kiadigh o Sl (5300 0,00 b 25 ol Sleiiy ¥/


https://isiarticles.com/article/129680

