
Accepted Manuscript

Title: Rapidly Growing Mycobacterium Infections After
Cosmetic Surgery in Medical Tourists: The Bronx Experience
and a Review of Literature

Authors: Lucas R. Cusumano, Vivy Tran, Aileen Tlamsa,
Philip Chung, Robert Grossberg, Gregory Weston, Uzma N.
Sarwar

PII: S1201-9712(17)30201-1
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2017.07.022
Reference: IJID 3001

To appear in: International Journal of Infectious Diseases

Received date: 10-5-2017
Revised date: 22-7-2017
Accepted date: 26-7-2017

Please cite this article as: Cusumano Lucas R, Tran Vivy, Tlamsa Aileen, Chung
Philip, Grossberg Robert, Weston Gregory, Sarwar Uzma N.Rapidly Growing
Mycobacterium Infections After Cosmetic Surgery in Medical Tourists: The Bronx
Experience and a Review of Literature.International Journal of Infectious Diseases
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2017.07.022

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2017.07.022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2017.07.022


1 
 

Rapidly Growing Mycobacterium Infections After Cosmetic Surgery in Medical Tourists: The 

Bronx Experience and a Review of Literature 

 

 

Lucas R. Cusumano1, Vivy Tran1, Aileen Tlamsa2, Philip Chung3, Robert Grossberg2, Gregory 

Weston2, and Uzma N. Sarwar2 

 

1.  Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, New York 

2.  Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, New York  

3. Department of Pharmacy, Nebraska Medicine, Omaha, Nebraska 

 

 

 

Corresponding Author:   

Uzma N. Sarwar, M.D.  

Assistant Professor, Division of Infectious Diseases 

Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

Montefiore Medical Center 

1825 Eastchester Road, Rm 406 

Bronx, NY 10461 

Office Phone: 718-904-3422 

usarwar@montefiore.org 

 

 

Abstract: 

Background and Objectives: Medical tourism is increasingly popular for elective cosmetic surgical 

procedures. However, medical tourism has been accompanied by reports of post-surgical 

infections due to rapidly growing mycobacteria (RGM). We now describe our experience working 

with patients with RGM infections who have returned to the United States after traveling abroad 

for cosmetic surgical procedures. 

 

Methods: Patients who developed RGM infections after undergoing cosmetic surgeries abroad and 

who presented at Montefiore Medical Center (Bronx, New York, USA) between August 2015 and 

June 2016 were identified. A review of patient medical records was performed.  
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