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Abstract 

Cumulative culture underpins humanity’s enormous success as a species. Claims that other animals are 

incapable of cultural ratcheting are prevalent, but are founded on just a handful of empirical studies. 

Whether cumulative culture is unique to humans thus remains a controversial and understudied 

question that has far-reaching implications for our understanding of the evolution of this phenomenon. 

We investigated whether one of human's two closest living primate relatives, chimpanzees, are capable 
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