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Abstract 

Background 

Aggression is a serious problem for both individuals and society. Despite progress in 

aggression research, its persistence among adolescents living in rural areas remains 

to be investigated. We evaluate the prevalence of aggression and the association 

between stressful life events and aggression in a nationwide, school-based sample of 

adolescents living in rural areas of China. 

Methods 

A sample of 13,495 Chinese rural students (7,065 boys and 6,430 girls; 11–20 years 
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