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Highlights 

 Bullying was a unique risk factor for frequent substance use. 

 Victimization was an indirect risk factor for frequent substance use. 

 Peer deviancy was a stronger risk factor in more residentially-unstable areas. 

 

Abstract 

Background: Youth involved with school bullying are vulnerable to many negative outcomes, 

including substance use. Research has yet to examine how this vulnerability operates in the 

context of other individual and neighbourhood differences. The current study aimed to fill this 
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