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Abstract 

Objective 

To explore women’s experiences of labour and birth in the context of a termination of pregnancy for 

fetal abnormality in the second trimester of pregnancy. 

Design 

Meta-synthesis of 10 qualitative studies which included the experiences of 581 women. Data 

analysis was informed by van Manen’s four lifeworld existentials (lived body, lived space, lived time 

and lived human relationships) and focused only on women’s experiences of their labour and birth 

when terminating a pregnancy in the second trimester for fetal abnormality.  

Key Findings 
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