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Social Closure, Surnames and Crime 
Highlights 

 
- Study of the effect of social closure on crime rates; 
- Use of very disaggregated data for Italian municipalities; 
- Use of an original and innovative measure of social closure based on the diversity of 

surname distribution; 
- Results support the view that social closure favors limited as opposed to generalized 

morality 
- Social closure strengthens cooperation at the local level, but hampers cooperation with 

strangers 
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