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Abstract 

Facial expressions attract attention due to their motivational significance. Previous work 

focused on attentional biases towards threat-related, fearful faces, although healthy 

participants tend to avoid mild threat. Growing evidence suggests that neuronal gamma 

(>30 Hz) and alpha-band activity (8-12 Hz) play an important role in attentional selection, but 

it is unknown if such oscillatory activity is involved in the guidance of attention through facial 

expressions. Thus, in this magnetoencephalography (MEG) study we investigated whether 

attention is shifted towards or away from fearful faces and characterized the underlying 
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