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Abstract 

The coastal areas of the Canary Islands are particularly sensitive to changes, both from a 

natural perspective and for their potential socio-economic implications. In this paper, the 

state of conservation of an insular coast is approached from a geomorphological point of 

view, considering recent changes induced by urban and tourism development. The 

analysis is applied to the coast of Gran Canaria, a small Atlantic island of volcanic origin, 

subject to a high degree of human pressure on its coastal areas, especially in recent 

decades. Currently, much of the economic activity of Gran Canaria is linked to mass 

tourism, associated with climatic and geomorphological features of the coast. This work 

is addressed through detailed mapping of coastal landforms across the island (256 km 
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