
Accepted Manuscript

Title: A Dual Fast and Slow Feature Interaction in
Biologically Inspired Visual Recognition of Human Action

Author: Bardia Yousefi Chu Kiong Loo

PII: S1568-4946(17)30626-9
DOI: https://doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.asoc.2017.10.021
Reference: ASOC 4516

To appear in: Applied Soft Computing

Received date: 8-4-2015
Revised date: 3-9-2017
Accepted date: 11-10-2017

Please cite this article as: Bardia Yousefi, Chu Kiong Loo, A Dual Fast
and Slow Feature Interaction in Biologically Inspired Visual Recognition
of Human Action, <![CDATA[Applied Soft Computing Journal]]> (2017),
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.asoc.2017.10.021

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.asoc.2017.10.021
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.asoc.2017.10.021


Page 1 of 24

Acc
ep

te
d 

M
an

us
cr

ip
t

A Dual Fast and Slow Feature Interaction in Biologically Inspired Visual
Recognition of Human Action

Bardia Yousefi, Chu Kiong Loo

Department of Artificial Intelligence, Faculty of Computer Science and Information Technology, University of Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Corresponding author email: ckloo.um@um.edu.my

Abstract

Computational neuroscience studies have examined the human visual system through functional magnetic resonance
imaging (fMRI) and identified a model where the mammalian brain pursues two independent pathways for recognizing
biological movement tasks. On the one hand, the dorsal stream analyzes the motion information by applying optical
flow, which considers the fast features. On the other hand, the ventral stream analyzes the form information with
slow features. The proposed approach suggests that the motion perception of the human visual system comprises fast
and slow feature interactions to identify biological movements. The form features in the visual system follow the
application of the active basis model (ABM) with incremental slow feature analysis (IncSFA). Episodic observation is
required to extract the slowest features, whereas the fast features update the processing of motion information in every
frame. Applying IncSFA provides an opportunity to abstract human actions and use action prototypes. However,
the fast features are obtained from the optical flow division, which gives an opportunity to interact with the system
as the final recognition is performed through a combination of the optical flow and ABM-IncSFA information and
through the application of kernel extreme learning machine. Applying IncSFA into the ventral stream and involving
slow and fast features in the recognition mechanism are the major contributions of this research. The two human
action datasets for benchmarking (KTH and Weizmann) and the results highlight the promising performance of this
approach in model modification.
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1. Introduction

A biologically inspired mechanism for human action recognition provides a new horizon in the fields of computer
vision and video processing. Neurophysiological, physiological, and psychophysical evidence suggests two indepen-
dent pathways in the system configuration where motion and form information are provided. The slowness principle
provides a more stable form information than the current approaches [1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6] because of the independent
behavior of temporal variations. In the motion pathway (dorsal stream), the motion information (dynamic pattern) is
analyzed locally or globally [7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12] and is extracted by an optical flow that creates fast features. In the
form pathway (ventral stream), the active basis model (ABM) [13] based incremental slow feature analysis (IncSFA)
[14] generates slow features corresponding to the form of movements. The interaction between these two pathways
defines the combination of information for making a recognition decision. Biologically inspired models have been
analyzed in many research fields, such as artificial intelligence (e.g., early detection of the action [15] or fusion of
homogeneous convolutional neural network classifiers [16]), soft computing (e.g., fuzzy shortest path problems [17]),
computer vision (e.g., human action recognition system with projection-based metacognitive learning classifier [18]),
and computational neuroscience, all of which follow the biological evidence. This research also follows the same
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