
 

Accepted Manuscript

Quantum transport in new two-dimensional heterostructures: thin
films of topological insulators, phosphorene

Leyla Majidi, Moslem Zare, Reza Asgari

PII: S0921-4534(17)30352-0
DOI: 10.1016/j.physc.2018.03.003
Reference: PHYSC 1253320

To appear in: Physica C: Superconductivity and its applications

Received date: 15 July 2017
Accepted date: 7 March 2018

Please cite this article as: Leyla Majidi, Moslem Zare, Reza Asgari, Quantum transport in new two-
dimensional heterostructures: thin films of topological insulators, phosphorene, Physica C: Supercon-
ductivity and its applications (2018), doi: 10.1016/j.physc.2018.03.003

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service
to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and
all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physc.2018.03.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physc.2018.03.003


ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

Quantum transport in new two-dimensional heterostructures: thin films of topological
insulators, phosphorene

Leyla Majidia,∗, Moslem Zareb, Reza Asgaria,b

aSchool of Nano Science, Institute for Research in Fundamental Sciences (IPM), Tehran 19395-5531, Iran
bSchool of Physics, Institute for Research in Fundamental Sciences (IPM), Tehran 19395-5531, Iran

Abstract

The unusual features of the charge and spin transport characteristics are investigated in new two-dimensional heterostructures. In-
traband specular Andreev reflection is realized in a topological insulator thin film normal/superconducting junction in the presence
of a gate electric field. Perfect specular electron-hole conversion is shown for different excitation energy values in a wide experi-
mentally available range of the electric field and also for all angles of incidence when the excitation energy has a particular value. It
is further demonstrated that the transmission probabilities of the incoming electrons from different spin subbands to the monolayer
phosphorene ferromagnetic/normal/ferromagnetic (F/N/F) hybrid structure have different behavior with the angle of incidence and
perfect transmission occurs at defined angles of incidence to the proposed structure with different length of the N region, and dif-
ferent alignments of magnetization vectors. Moreover, the sign change of the spin-current density is demonstrated by tuning the
chemical potential and exchange field of the F region.
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1. Introduction

Transmisssion of low energy electrons through a normal
metallic-superconducting (N/S) junction is realized via Andreev
reflection (AR), through which an electron with an excitation
energy ε and spin polarization σ, upon hitting the N/S interface
is retro reflected as a hole with the same energy but opposite
spin direction −σ [1]. This peculiar scattering process provides
a conversion of the dissipative electrical current in N region into
a dissipationless supercurrent and results in a finite conductance
of a N/S junction at bias voltages below the superconducting
gap [2]. Recent studies have pointed out that novel interesting
phenomena arise when N/S proximity structures are realized in
atomically thin two-dimensional crystals [3, 4, 5]. Beenakker
showed the appearance of specular AR in undoped graphene,
which is absent in ordinary metal-superconductor interfaces [3].
Also, Lv and co-workers found the possibility of the intraband
specular AR in a corresponding structure with two-dimensional
(2D) semiconductor in the presence of a strong Rashba spin-
orbit coupling [6].

On the other hand, three layered structures consisting of two
magnetic layers with general magnetization directions, sepa-
rated by a conducting-nonmagnetic layer are well-known sys-
tems that exploit spin transfer torque effects [7, 8]. When apply-
ing a charge current perpendicular to the layers, one of the mag-
netic layers, referred to as the pinned layer, acts as a spin polar-
izer. When the spin-polarized electrons reach the second layer,
referred to as the free layer, they accumulate at the interface

∗Corresponding author
Email address: Leyla.majidi@ipm.ir (Leyla Majidi)

and thereby exert a torque onto the free layer. The spin trans-
fer can also be understood in analogy with Andreev scattering
at N/S interfaces [9]. This spin-transfer torque effect can cause
magnetization switching for sufficiently large currents without
the need for an external field and provides a unique opportunity
to create fast-switching spin-transfer torque magnetic random
access memories (STT-MRAM) [10].

In this paper, the unusual features of the charge and spin
transport are studied in new 2D materials such as thin films
of topological insulators (TI) and monolayer black phosphorus.
At first, it is focused on the theoretical investigation of the elec-
tronic transport properties in a TI thin film hybrid structure. Re-
cently, low-dimensional structures of three-dimensional (3D)
TIs can be routinely fabricated into ultrathin films [11, 12] with
the advantage that they have minimum bulk contribution. The
ultra TI thin film is interesting when its thickness becomes com-
parable to the penetration depth of the helical surface states
into the bulk, and top and bottom surfaces thus starts to hy-
bridize [12]. The possibility of intraband specular AR is re-
vealed in such a N/S structure in presence of a gate electric field.
It is demonstrated that the tunability of the potential difference
between the top and bottom surfaces of the TI thin film, 2U,
leads to the perfect specular AR not only for the near-normally
incident electron with different excitation energies but also for
all angles of incidence to the proposed structure with ε = ∆S ,
small coupling parameter ω and large value of U. These re-
sults show the advantages of the proposed structure over the
graphene- and 2DEG-based structures [3, 6], where the specu-
lar AR with unit efficiency only occurs for the normal incidence
and the case of the ε = ∆S in presence of the strong Rashba
spin-orbit interaction, respectively.
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