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Highlights

 The applicability of the innovation systems approach to the bioeconomy context is discussed.
 The role of policies in supporting transition-oriented innovation systems is reviewed.
 Findings are applied to a case study of the German wood-based bioeconomy.
 For the case study, we derive policy recommendations for fostering sustainability-oriented 

innovation systems.
 High degrees of uncertainty and complexity make demand-pull policy design particularly 

challenging.
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