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Highlights 

 

 During the recent crisis private health expenditures of Italian households have 

decreased 

 
 This study analyses the relation between poverty and health expenditure 

 

 Results show that poor families have significantly cut down on health 

spending 

 Findings are an alarming signal concerning the deterioration of poor families’ 

health 

 

Abstract 

 

The global financial crisis that began in 2008 had an overall effect on the health 

behaviours of Italian households. Aggregate private health expenditures have 
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