
Author’s Accepted Manuscript

The development and validation of a new
postpartum sexual function and dyspareunia
assessment tool: The Carol Scale

Carolina López-Lapeyrere, Noelia Serna-Gómez,
Ana Belén Hernández-López, María Francisca
Pérez-García, Ana Tejeda-Esteban, Montserrat
Solís-Muñoz

PII: S0266-6138(17)30191-2
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2017.11.008
Reference: YMIDW2139

To appear in: Midwifery

Received date: 13 March 2017
Revised date: 26 November 2017
Accepted date: 29 November 2017

Cite this article as: Carolina López-Lapeyrere, Noelia Serna-Gómez, Ana Belén
Hernández-López, María Francisca Pérez-García, Ana Tejeda-Esteban and
Montserrat Solís-Muñoz, The development and validation of a new postpartum
sexual function and dyspareunia assessment tool: The Carol Scale, Midwifery,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2017.11.008

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

www.elsevier.com/locate/midw

http://www.elsevier.com/locate/midw
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2017.11.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2017.11.008


1 

 

The development and validation of a new postpartum sexual function and 

dyspareunia assessment tool: The Carol Scale 

 

Carolina López-Lapeyrere RM, RNa*
, Noelia Serna-Gómez RM, RNa, Ana Belén 

Hernández-López PhD candidate, PhD candidate, MSc, RM, RNa, María Francisca 

Pérez-García RM, RNa, Ana Tejeda-Esteban RM, RNa, Montserrat Solís-Muñoz PhD, 

MSc, RNb 

aObstetric and Ginecology Service, Puerta de Hierro Majadahonda University Hospital, 

C/ Joaquín Rodrigo, 2. 28222 Majadahonda (Madrid). Spain 

bNursing and Healthcare Researcher, Nursing Area, Puerta de Hierro Majadahonda 

University Hospital, C/ Joaquín Rodrigo, 2. 28222 Majadahonda (Madrid). Spain 

carolllapeyrere@yahoo.es 

noelia.serna@gmail.com 

kelaynana@gmail.com 

mariaperga@hotmail.com 

atejeda81@gmail.com 

montserrat.solis@salud.madrid.org 

*
Correspondence to: Centro de Salud Valle de la Oliva C/Enrique Granados, 2 28222 

Majadahonda, (Madrid). Spain. Tel.: +34 699301092 

 

 

Introduction 

The reinitiation of postpartum sexual activity is influenced by the numerous changes 

that occur in a woman’s anatomy, her hormonal status, partner relationships and the 

family structure that accompany the birth (Leeman and Rogers, 2012). Some women 

report dyspareunia and difficulties associated to sexual desire, excitation, lubrication 

and orgasm which affect the quality of their sexual activity.(Rathfisch et al., 2010).  
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