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Abstract

The sexual phenotype of the gonad is dependent on incubation temperature in
many turtles, all crocodilians, and some lepidosaurians. At hatching,
identification of sexual phenotype is impossible without sacrificing the neonates.
For this reason, a general method to infer sexual phenotype from incubation
temperatures is needed. Temperature influences sex determination during a
specific period of the embryonic development, starting when the gonad begins to
form. At constant incubation temperatures, this thermosensitive period for sex

determination (TSP) is located at the middle third of incubation duration (MTID).
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