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A B S T R A C T

This paper describes the qualitative results of a study that aimed to identify developments, trends and 

opportunities for innovation in relation to the theory of multiple intelligences applied to the curriculum. 

A systematic review of the literature was conducted, using a strategy based on the snowball selection 

technique and a rigorously search strategy. The sample consisted of 244 publications produced between 

1983 and 2015. The results obtained allow to identify the advances in terms of teaching models based on 

the theory; roles and actions that a teacher inspired by this approach applies; educational activities and 

teaching resources; criteria, strategies and instruments of assessment, and application experiences in real 

contexts. From this, the state of research is analyzed and evidence-based theoretical elaborations are 

generated with a clear practical guidance.

© 2017 Universidad del País Vasco. Published by Elsevier España, S.L.U. All rights reserved.

Inteligencias múltiples e implementación del currículo: avances, tendencias 
y oportunidades

R E S U M E N

El presente artículo describe los resultados cualitativos de un estudio que tuvo como objetivo identificar 

desarrollos, tendencias y oportunidades de innovación en relación con la teoría de las inteligencias múlti-

ples aplicada al currículo. Se llevó a cabo una revisión sistemática de la literatura, por medio de la técnica 

de selección bibliográfica por bola de nieve y el uso de una estrategia de búsqueda rigurosamente definida. 

La muestra estuvo compuesta por 244 publicaciones, producidas entre 1983 y 2015. Los resultados obteni-

dos permiten identificar los avances en términos de modelos de enseñanza basados en la teoría; roles y 

acciones que aplica un docente desde este enfoque; actividades pedagógicas y recursos didácticos; crite-

rios, estrategias e instrumentos de evaluación, y experiencias de aplicación en contextos reales. A partir de 

ello, se pone en evidencia el estado de la cuestión y se generan elaboraciones teóricas con proyección prác-

tica y basadas en la evidencia.
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Introduction

Conceiving the development and cognition from a broader, more 

integrated and comprehensive perspective from the one considered 

at that time, Gardner (1983) proposed the theory of multiple intel-

ligences (MI), whose definition of intelligence was reformulated in 

1999, understanding it as “psychobiological potential to process 

information that can be activated in a cultural setting to solve prob-

lems or create products that are valued within that culture” (Gard-

ner, 1999, p. 33). In this sense, it is acknowledged that all intelli-

gence “is activated or not based on the given values of a determined 

culture, the opportunities available in that culture and the deci-

sions taken by each person, family or teachers, and others” 

(Pérez-Sánchez & Beltrán-Llera, 2006, p. 149). This idea of a neuro-

biological support for the theory is argued along the texts that de-

scribe it and studies such as the one conducted by Sierra-Fitzgerald 

and Quevedo-Caicedo (2001), that point to it as “a neurocognitive 

theory based upon neurological, evolutionary and transcultural 

testimonies” (p. 1061).
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Now, as far as education is concerned, an emphasis has been 

placed on the benefits of the same regarding the strengthening of 

teaching-learning processes; promoting a diversity-centered ap-

proach; improvement of school-family-community interactions; and 

inspiration for the creation of effective instruments, projects and ex-

periences (Ferrándiz-García, 2005).

“In the background, the theory of multiple intelligences requires 

to generate a fundamental shift in the way schools are structured. 

This gives educators around the world the strong message that all 

students that show up in schools at the beginning of each day have 

the right to live experiences that activate and develop all their intel-

ligences. During a typical school day, every student must be exposed 

to courses, projects or programs that focus on the development of 

their intelligences and not just in standard verbal and logical skills 

that for decades have been exalted” (Armstrong, 2009, p. 122).

A curriculum based on this theory integrates the teaching-learn-

ing processes and evaluation with the development of the intelli-

gences, resulting in integrated and meaningful processes (Fogarty & 

Stoehr, 2008). In addition to fostering rich experiences, it constantly 

provides inputs for a continuous monitoring while also generating a 

direct involvement with the material and objectives in a contextual-

ized manner (Moran, Kornhaber, & Gardner, 2009).

So well, starting from this, it is important to know about how the 

theory is applied to curriculums and educational settings and, in 

that order of ideas, the current project establishes its object of study 

(Figure 1) and formulates as general objective: identify progress, 

trends and innovation opportunities regarding the application of MI 

theory as favorable for implementation processes in the curriculum 

in educational contexts. Hence, the specific objectives are: (a) de-

scribe the components, contributions and implications of the ap-

plied theory in school settings; (b) identify the state of affairs regard-

ing pedagogical, didactic and instrumental experiences based on the 

same, and (c) generate awareness about trends and lines of work to 

be explored.

Method

Type of study

The current study, a systematic review of the literature, is defined 

as “a systematic, explicit and reproducible method to identify, evalu-

ate and synthesize the existing body of work performed and record-

ed by researchers, academics and professionals” (Fink, 2005, p. 3). 

This is a “synthesis of the available evidence” as representing a 

“study of studies” (Manterola, 2009, p. 897).

Sample

The sample consists in 244 publications or analysis units, whose 

inclusion came from the three stages that are described in Figure 2 

and whose characteristics are observed in Figure 3.

Publications made between 1983 and 1999 are contemplated as 

historical synthesis, and from 2000 to 2015, as the main source of the 

review (current criteria). Out of these, there are 150 publications, 

which are the input of the quantitative indicators for the original 

study, taking here the ones with most qualitative contribution.

Procedure

Stages

The research was conducted through the stages and actions that 

are described in Figure 4.

Search strategy and selection criteria

Figure 5 discloses the search process as well as the contemplated 

inclusion/exclusion criteria. A snowball bibliographical exploration 

technique was utilized by making use of descriptors (keywords) and 

Figure 1. Establishment of study objective.
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