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ABSTRACT
Introduction

Continued development and refinement of resting state functional connectivity (RSFC) fMRI
techniques in both animal and clinical studies has enhanced our comprehension of the adverse
effects of stress on psychiatric health. The objective of the current study was to assess both
maternal behavior and resting state functional connectivity (RSFC) changes in these animals
when they were dams caring for their own young. It was hypothesized that ECSS exposed
dams would express depressed maternal care and exhibit similar (same networks), yet different
specific changes in RSFC (different individual nuclei) than reported when they were adult

females.
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