Frontiers of Architectural Research (2013) 2, 420–434

Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

www.elsevier.com/locate/foar

CASE STUDY

Strategies to integrate the Mughal
settlements in Old Dhaka
Mohammad Sazzad Hossainn
Department of Architecture, Southeast University, Dhaka 1208, Bangladesh
Received 18 March 2013; received in revised form 19 July 2013; accepted 1 August 2013

KEYWORDS

Abstract

Mughal settlement;
Urban transformation;
Integration

The Mughal settlements are an integral part of Old Dhaka. Uncontrolled urbanization, changes
in land use patterns, the growing density of new settlements, and modern transportation have
brought about rapid transformation to the historic fabric of the Mughal settlements. As a result,
Mughal structures are gradually turning into isolated elements in the transforming fabric. This
study aims to promote the historic quality of the old city through clear and sustainable
integration of the Mughal settlements in the existing fabric. This study attempts to analyze the
Mughal settlements in old Dhaka and correspondingly outline strategic approaches to protect
Mughal artifacts from decay and ensure proper access and visual exposure in the present
urban tissue.
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Introduction

Dhaka was established as a provincial capital of Bengal during
the Mughal period. The focal part of Mughal City is currently
located in old Dhaka, which has undergone successive transformations. The Mughal settlements are considered the historic
core of Mughal City. The old city covers an area of 284.3 acres
with a population of 8,87,000. The area is home to 15% of the
total population of urban Dhaka while occupying only 7% of its
gross built-up area (DMDP, 1995–2015, Vol ll). Most parts of the
place are undergoing gradual physical deterioration. The scarcity of open spaces, coupled with the high plot coverage, limits
the scope of recreational and cultural activities. The social
characteristics of the old district have also undergone changes.
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Figure 1 Pre-Mughal Dhaka.
Source: Islam, 1996b.

Figure 2 Layout of Shankhari Bazaar in the Late 18th Century (Ahmed, 2012).

Figure 3 Hussaini Dalan in 1982.
Source: Aga Khan Visual Archive, MIT.
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