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Abstract

Postharvest losses in fresh produce chains arga theeat to food security, especially in
transition countries. To develop effective interem strategies for postharvest losses
reduction, it is important to first understand toge logistics and quality control activities
that could affect postharvest losses in these shéirthis study, a diagnostic tool was
developed and used to assess the implementatiehdkeore logistics and quality control
activities, the vulnerability of the system duedhe context in which it operates, and the
actual postharvest losses. Based upon a literegurew, the context characteristics are
divided into product, process, organisation, ampguchain environment characteristics to
assess the context vulnerability to postharvesel®sThe identified core logistics activities
are planning on the amount of fresh produce todwsrand process, selecting issuing policies,
selecting mode of transportation and type of vehiahd vehicle scheduling and routing.
Maturity determination at harvest, deciding on lestvnoment, harvesting, packing, and
storage practices, use of grading standards, packaterial, temperature monitoring during
storage and transportation, and equipment maintenare the core quality control activities
identified. The tool was applied to three group$animers operating in a tomato supply chain
in Zimbabwe. The major findings are that commerfaainers recorded lower postharvest
losses (1%) as compared to subsistence farmers (B&®Qontext for commercial farmers is
less vulnerable to the generation of postharvesi® as compared to that for subsistence
farmers, and logistics and quality control actestfor commercial farmers are implemented
at a more advanced level. The tool provides diffeated assessment that allows users to
identify improvement opportunities to achieve higperformance for the activities and to
reduce context vulnerability.

Key words: postharvest losses; diagnostic tool; logistics control; quality control; context
characteristics; fresh produce



ISIf)rticles el Y 20 6La5 s 3l OISl ¥
Olpl (pawasd DYl gz 5o Ve 00 Az 5 ddes 36kl Ol ¥/
auass daz 3 Gl Gy V

Wi Ol3a 9 £aoge o I rals 9oy T 55 g OISl V/

s ,a Jol domieo ¥ O, 55l 0lsel v/

ol guae sla oLl Al b ,mml csls p oKl V7

N s ls 5l e i (560 sglils V7

Sl 5,:K8) Kiadigh o Sl (5300 0,00 b 25 ol Sleiiy ¥/


https://isiarticles.com/article/92072

